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Summary 

 

The following report is the result of five general public meetings held in Millard 

County, Utah, and White Pine County, Nevada, and two invitational meetings held in 

Carson City and Salt Lake City.  The series of meetings provides insight into public 

support and concerns about Great Basin National Heritage Route.  They help define the 

parameters and possibilities of the new National Heritage Area.   Participants in the 

meetings voiced opinions and ideas regarding positive and negative impacts, potential 

partnerships, funding sources, important resources, management of the area, and 

thematic elements of the areaôs nationally significant heritage. 

 
The primary roles of the Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership, as manager of the 

Great Basin National Heritage Route, can be drawn from public and agency comments 

and include: 

 

1. Provide an inclusive plan for heritage preservation and tourism-based 

economic development in the National Heritage Area.  The plan should 

define the themes and projects that are consistent with preserving the 

heritage of the area, while providing a foundation for heritage tourism-

based economic development. 

2. Maintain a consistent focus on thematic presentation of the areaôs 
heritage.  The selection of projects and activities to be funded or assisted 

by the National Heritage Area should contribute to telling the stories of 

the Great Basin.  The multitude of resources and opportunities, while 

requiring inclusiveness, also requires a framework for success. 

3. Organize and coordinate promotions, events, and projects that cross 

county and state boundary lines.  The Great Basin Heritage Area 

Partnership is the key agency for conducting planning, promotions, and 

projects that hold the National Heritage Area together.  Most state and 

county agencies and many local partners will not have the capability or 

authority to cross state and county lines. 

4. Assist partners in funding and developing local heritage, recreation, and 

tourism projects.  This will include assisting in planning and fundraising 

and assisting partners to find additional expertise.  Assistance must 

include bringing project partners into the interpretation / education 

framework and the heritage area promotional activities.  Development 

and management of a project is the responsibility of the partner. 

5. Develop and manage a wayfinding system, so that visitors can find and 

experience the resources and services of the heritage area. 
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Public Comment Summary 

 

A detailed record of comments received at five public meetings held in Millard and 

White Pine County and comments received at invitational meetings held in both state 

capitals can be found in the Appendix.  The following tables attempt to organize and 

summarize public and agency comments for reference use.  The items listed in each 

table do not reflect priorities. The tables do not list all resources and opportunities in the 

Great Basin National Heritage Route (GBNHR), but list those cited by participants in 

the public and agency meetings. 
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Table 1.  Issues and Concerns 

 

Issue Comment Comment 

Competition Partners do not want to compete with each 

other for the same grants. 

Identify many funding sources for a wide variety of 

projects and project elements. 

 Avoid competition between the two 

counties or the two states for funding. 

Establish a funding committee to assist partners with 

fundraising. 

 GBNHR needs to lead coordination and 

collaboration. 

 

Communications How will partners stay in the loop, talk 

and coordinate with each other? 

Organize meetings to discuss visitor travel issues and 

local issues.  

 Involve local legislators in planning and 

project funding. 

Use the Chronicle and Gazette.  They are well read 

locally. 

 GBNHR could get the two counties 

together to work on projects and issues. 

GBNHR could enhance the quality of life for area 

residents. 

Standards Put all the museum partners together to 

develop museum standards. 

Ensure the quality of projects and programs to ensure a 

quality experience for visitors. 

Expertise Develop a skills and resources matrix for 

the planning process. 

Will NPS provide technical assistance from two 

regions? 

Partnership Relationship between GBNHR and area 

businesses should be clear. 

Draw businesses into planning, activities, events, 

projects and promotions. 

 Consider developing ñbrandò identity and 

products. 

Focus on holding people in the area in Baker, Ely, 

Delta, and Fillmore. 

Heritage Area Visitation Groups or businesses are needed to assist 

visitors in use of the area. 

There is a safety issue for visitors unfamiliar with 

remote desert areas. 

 Heritage area residents should celebrate 

their heritage. 

Encourage cultural exchange between residents of the 

two counties and states. 

 Visitors can impact the lives of local 

people. 

Litter, vandalism and theft are concerns. 

 More people in the area means more Manage growth.  Remember that growth is part of our 
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impact on resources from driving, picking 

up artifacts, collecting firewood. 

heritage. 

 Isolation and lack of facilities like 

restrooms is problem for tourism. 

A program like the Nevada Site Stewards Program is 

needed to protect resources. 

 Increased education and increased 

enforcement is needed to protect 

resources. 

Increased ATV use without increased enforcement is a 

negative. 

 Involve youth and create activities that 

interest youth. 

Outsiders may not respect the land or artifacts. 

 Local peopleôs ñfavorite spotsò may 

become known and impacted. 

ñPack it in, Pack it outò program should be developed 

to deal with litter. 

 ñAdopt a Spotò program should be 

developed to manage remote sites. 

Services and restroom facilities should be expanded.  

More lodging rooms are needed 

Preservation Preserve heritage for future generations. People are not staying on family ranches and the land is 

being subdivided. 

Development If we become a big city, it will ruin 

everything.  Do not over develop.  Do not 

oversell. 

Population growth needs to be accompanied by 

responsible growth. 

Economy Tourism is usually low-dollar return. Increase value of tourism by managing it well. 

Resources Education of Visitors and locals is key to 

mitigating threats to heritage resources. 

GBNHR can integrate cultural and natural resources it 

views issues and education at a landscape level. 

Environment GBNHR cannot ignore the basic 

environmental issues existing in the two 

counties, including water usage, air 

quality, power projects, loss of family 

ranches, etc. 

Tourism will be impacted by environmental impacts of 

water usage and power production. 

 Wildfire is a hazard in the area.    

Planning and Infrastructure Lack of master planning in the remote 

counties and lack of infrastructure impacts 

readiness for tourism. 
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Trust Trust is a polarizing issue.  Lack of trust in 

public agencies is high and aggravated by 

water withdrawal, public lands acts, and 

power plants. 

Great Basin NP could work with Southern Nevada 

Water Authority to preserve historic ranches, but trust 

makes partnership a minefield. 

 Accepting donation from a target of 

distrust is problematic for GBNHR. 

Look for and capitalize on areas of agreement, rather 

than issues that create distrust. 

Private Property Eureka and Lander counties dropped out 

of heritage area effort early due to private 

property concerns. 

NHA designation protects private property, but 

education is still necessary. 

Positive Impact GBNHR will increase education and 

opportunity and will bring in federal and 

other grants. 

Counteract ñwastelandò misconceptions about the 

region through the GBNHR. 

Population Area is twice the size of Massachusetts 

with less than 25,000 residents  

May have difficulty finding enough people to develop 

and manage projects. 

 



 

8 

 

Table 2.  Potential Partners and Consultations 

 

Contact Description Interest 

Bureau of Land 

Management 

Nevada and Utah State Offices.  Ely and 

Fillmore District Offices 

NEPA consultation.  Assistance with NEPA planning 

through expertise and databases. 

  Management of many natural, cultural, and recreational 

resources in the heritage area. 

  Program and event sponsorship.  Educational curricula 

program called ñIntrigue of the Pastò 

Ely Renaissance Society Non-profit Economic development and heritage preservation in Ely 

and White Pine County.  Offers assistance technical 

assistance to other non-profits. 

Great Basin National Park 

Foundation 

Non-profit cooperating with NPS Support of Great Basin National Park interpretation and 

preservation.  Offers assistance in office and staffing 

start up for GBNHR. 

Fillmore City Local Government Potential partner for tourism projects and promotion. 

White Pine County Tourism 

Council 

Local Government Agency Potential partner.  Granting agency. 

Great Basin National Park National Park Service Primary partner.  Cooperative Agreement for NHA.  

NEPA consultation. 

Topaz Museum Non-profit Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 

Millard County Economic 

Development and Tourism 

Local Government Agency Potential partner 

Utah Division of State 

Parks 

State Land Management Agency Potential Partner with sites, programs and facilities in 

the area. 

Daughters of Utah Pioneers Private, Chapters in both counties. Potential partner for museums and pioneer heritage. 

Sons of Utah Pioneers Private, Chapters in the area Potential partners for heritage preservation  

Utah Governorôs Office of 

Economic Development 

State Government assistance to local 

governments. 

Variety of local government, business, tribal, and 

economic assistance programs.  Potential Partner. 

Airstream Caravan and Organized Private Recreation Travel events and conventions 
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other recreation vehicle 

groups 

Universities University of Nevada Reno 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Great Basin College 

University of Utah 

Utah State University 

Planning and economic development studies, historic 

research, archaeology, individual graduate studies. 

Nevada Division of State 

Parks 

State Land Management Agency Potential Partner with sites, programs, and facilities in 

the area. 

Knosh Band  Tribal Government Annual powwow event. Potential Partner 

Delta Library Local Agency Potential educational partner 

Millard County Local Government Primary Partner 

White Pine County Local Government Primary Partner 

Audubon Society National non-profit Environmental 

Organization 

Preservation programs for habitat and wildlife tourism 

events.  Projects underway in Millard County. 

Cosmic Ray Center University of Utah program Funding for research array in Millard County has an 

outreach educational element.  Interested in night sky 

programs. 

Smithsonian Institute Federal Agency Traveling educational exhibits 

Oak City Local Government Preserve town hall and park. Potential partner 

Great Basin Institute Non-profit affiliated with UNR Assistance with research, planning, staffing, and 

GBNHR start-up. 

Lincoln Highway 

Association 

National non-profit Potential historic preservation and tourism partner. 

Eastern Nevada Landscape 

Coalition 

 Natural resource preservation mission parallels 

GBNHR mission 

Town of Deseret Local Government Preservation of local buildings and sites and tourism 

promotion 

Southern Nevada Water 

Authority 

Utility  Preservation of historic ranches and other grants for 

projects. 
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Preserve Nevada Non-Profit Preservation of historic landscapes and architecture 

Northern Nevada Railway Local government and non-profit Preservation of historic buildings and artifacts.  

Tourism attraction 

Mining Interests Multiple private companies in both 

counties 

Preservation and interpretation of mining history 

IPP Delta Utility  Largest employer in Millard County 

USFS Federal land management agency Partnership and NEPA consultation, National Forests 

USFWS Federal land management agency Partnership and NEPA consultation, Refuges 

UT Division of Forestry   

NV Division of Forestry   

Chambers of Commerce Heritage Area city civic organizations Business partnerships and tourism promotion 

UT and NV Wildlife 

Agencies 

State Government Refuges, wildlife watching, hunting and fishing, 

education, and promotion 

Cove Fort Private ï LDS Church Promotions partner, Gateway location 

NV Commission on 

Cultural Development 

State Agency Partnership 

Nevada Historical marker 

Program 

State Historic Preservation Office(SHPO) Marking sites, creating cohesive system of markers 

Nevada Mining Association Private Industry group Support mining education and interpretation 

State Legislators in UT and 

NV 

Elected Officials Financial and programmatic support for GBNHR and 

partners 

NV Dept of Natural 

Resources 

State Agency Rare and Endangered species consultation 

NV Division of Museums 

and History  

State Agency Explore Nevada Video Series, grants for capital 

improvements 

NV Commission on 

Tourism 

State Agency Drive Tour of Hwy 50 and other promotional 

partnerships.  Rest Area computer kiosks.  Nevada 

Passage Adventure Competition 

NV State Publications 

Library 

State Agency Historic Archives 
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National Archives Federal Agency, multiple offices Historic archives and research 

Outdoor Utah Outdoor recreation magazine Publish articles 

Nevada Wilderness Project Non-profit Wilderness advocates and boundary studies  

Friends of Nevada 

Wilderness 

Non-profit Wilderness advocates and management plans 

Nevada magazine Tourism promotion Publish articles 

NV and UT State Historic 

Preservation Officers 

State Agencies Grant program for predevelopment and development, 

standards for historic preservation, restoration tax 

credits, archaeology databases 

Utah Arts Council State Agency Grants for arts and events 

Utah Humanities State Agency Grants 

Utah Museum Services State Agency Grants and assistance 

Utah Division of Indian 

Aff airs 

State Agency Tribal contacts and assistance 

Utah Governorôs Office of 

Economic Development 

State Agency Dept with several divisions related to heritage area 

goals, including rural development and tourism. 

 

        

Table 3. Potential GBNHR Early Successes 

 

Event/Project Responsibility Description 

Coordination and 

Promotion of Events 

National Park visitor center computer 

kiosk. 

All partners can have links for their events.  Coordinate 

same day/weekend events to keep people in the area. 

McGill Historic District Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 

and Nevada SHPO, educational effort 

with McGill residents. 

District already exits, but needs resident involvement to 

make it a reality and an attraction. 

Communications Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership Create a newsletter to increase communication with 

local, state and national interests. 

  Republish and distribute existing publications and 

promotional materials. 
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  Do a familiarization tour for travel writers to obtain 

travel magazine advertisements and articles. 

  Update and maintain an interactive GBNHR website. 

Training GBHAP Sponsorship.  Participation by 

partners with expertise. 

Economic Development and Tourism training for 

interests in both counties and states. 

Vanôs Hall Vanôs Hall Committee Renovate the exterior and continue restoration of the 

interior.  Hold dance events. 

Promote Existing Events GBHAP with area partners. Examples include Snow Goose festival, Topaz 

Pilgrimage. 

 

  Participate with and expand the Great Basin NP artist in 

park program and art show. 

  Promote recreation events like Paiute Trail, ATV 

Jamboree, Ride for Life, Old Capitol Art Festival. 

Wayfinding GBHAP with area partners Increase signing of BLM activity areas. 

  Wayside exhibits at ñgateway locationsò like Hwy 50/6 

in Delta, Hwy 93 north of Ely, hwy 50/93 in Spring 

Valley. 

Pahvant Valley Heritage 

Trail 

BLM and Millard County Assist development of the trail, pullouts and wayside 

interpretation. 

Nevada Northern Railway Ely and NNRy Several projects are identified and some matching funds 

are available. 

National Lands Day GBHAP and BLM Participate or sponsor events in September. 

Business Partnerships GBHAP Cite advantages of GBNHR to businesses in developing 

partnerships. 

Assist Local Attractions GBHAP Garnet Hill and Crystal Peak are examples of sites 

without onsite interpretation or wayfinding. 

Night Skies GBHAP and local partners Sponsor and coordinate a network of night sky events 

and programs. 

Fillmore City Heritage Fillmore City Secure rights-of-way; develop trail and interpretive 
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Walking Trail wayside exhibits. 

Historic Building 

Restoration 

Ely Renaissance Society Restoration of buildings in Ely to represent the variety 

of ethnic immigration.  

 

 

Table 4.  Potential GBNHR Projects 

 

Event/Project Responsibility Description 

Training GBHAP and partners Conduct area-wide hospitality education program for 

staff of service businesses and attractions.  Include 

education about the heritage area. 

  Provide scholarships for training opportunities include 

training in GBNHR meetings, develop guide to Internet 

training. 

Topaz Museum Topaz Museum Assistance with land management planning and 

operations 

  Assist preservation and on-site interpretation of Topaz 

Internment Camp 

Accessibility GBHAP and partners Plan and implement accessibility standards for area 

facilities and attractions. 

Photo digitizing project  University of Utah Continue work with delta partners.  Expand program to 

digitize historic records. 

Events Coordination GBHAP and partners Coordinate event calendars to avoid conflicts and create 

opportunities to keep visitors in area with multiple 

activities and locations. 

R. J. Law Civic Center Delta City, Millard Tourism, Topaz, Great 

Basin Museum, Daughters of Utah 

Pioneers 

Assist development of major ñgatewayò facility in 

Delta. 

Grants training GBHAP Help local organizations with grant searches and 

sponsor grant writing training. 
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Town of Deseret Deseret and GBHAP Plan, fund and develop projects in Deseret, including 

restoration of schoolhouse; restoration of fair grounds 

and buildings for recreation and tourism events; create 

interpretive stop for Dominguez and Escalante 

Expedition. 

Leamington Church Town of Leamington Rehabilitate building for civic center and historic 

interpretation 

Hinckley Academy  Preserve 

Oral Histories GBHAP and partners Continue and expand local efforts to record oral 

histories 

Publish Histories GBHAP and partners Find grants for research and authors.  Publish in local 

newspapers. 

Presentations GBHAP and partners Develop speakerôs bureau and sponsor visiting scholar 

lectures. 

Oak City Town Hill and 

Park 

Oak City Restore town hall and park. 

Promote Local Attractions GBHAP and partners Promote use of sites like Ibex rock climbing area, rock 

hounding sites, and Gunnison Massacre Site.  Provide 

interpretation and improve facilities. 

Nevada Northern RW Nevada Northern, Ely Provide hands-on training for volunteers and railroad 

enthusiasts in railroad maintenance and operations.  

Support ñRailroad Campò program. 

  Assist NNRy to implement preservation and restoration 

of buildings, grounds, and rolling stock. 

Ranching GBHAP, partners, and family ranches Develop programs to teach visitors and local people 

about ranching, ranching skills, and interpret ranch 

history.  Programs should be hands-on. 

  Preserve and interpret Robinson Ranch 

Virtual Tours GBHAP, partners, Nevada and Utah State 

Agencies 

Develop virtual tours of heritage area resources for CD 

and internet by participating in current programs.  
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Extend the concept to Utah resources and sites.   

Bi-County Educational 

Projects 

GBHAP and partners Develop thematic cultural education that can be 

presented in both counties to promote the heritage area 

and inform residents about resources to be experienced 

in both counties. 

Great Basin Teachers 

Workshop 

GBHAP, Great Basin National Park, Great 

Basin NP Foundation 

Continue and expand teacher workshops tied to 

GBNHR themes. 

Restrooms and visitor 

facilities 

GBHAP and partners Invest in public infrastructure to support tourism 

 

 

Wayfinding GBHAP, UDOT, NDOT Develop a comprehensive system of Wayfinding signs, 

logos, kiosks, highway turnouts and rest stops, wayside 

exhibits, and gateway attractions. 

Heritage Area Promotion GBHAP, State Tourism Agencies, 

Partners 

Promote heritage area and individual sites and 

attractions through comprehensive use of multiple 

media. 

  Develop internet trip planning site. 

  Target Clark County Nevada and other areas that 

provide a high percentage of current visitors 

  Develop heritage area tour itineraries. 

  Create GPS geocache tours 

  Create a Passport program in cooperation with both 

state tourism agencies. 

 NV and UT fish and game agencies, 

USFWS refuges 

Promote hunting and fishing and wildlife watching 

Local Preservation 

Education 

GBHAP, UT and NV SHPOôs, and 

partners 

Teach skills and importance of preserving cultural 

resources before they disappear 

Resource Inventories GBHAP, SHPOôs, Universities, and land 

management agencies 

Complete inventories of cultural resources in both 

counties to support research, preservation, and 

interpretation. 
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  Conduct archaeological investigations and sponsor field 

schools. 

  Inventory ranches 

Keystone Headframe NNRy Develop a new destination point for Nevada Northern 

Ry. 

Cedars Massacre Site GBHAP, University, Shoshone Research Cedarôs massacre and establish a sacred site 

Big Springs GBHAP, Private Owner Develop nature trail and visitor facilities 

Ward Charcoal Ovens Nevada State Parks Develop interpretive and visitor facilities 

Heritage Education GBHAP, partners, State Depts of 

Education 

Develop curricula for Great Basin heritage education 

Scenic Byway GBHAP, State Tourism Agencies, UDOT 

and NDOT 

Seek designation for Hwy 50 in Utah and consider 

designation for Hwy 6 and Hwy 93 in Nevada.  Use 

both state and federal programs. 

Hwy 50 Guidebook Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology Republish 

Fillmore Main Street Fillmore City, UT SHPO, private owners Redevelopment of and historic preservation of 

buildings, including Old Fillmore Hotel  

BLM Millard County Lands BLM Assist implementation of BLM Fillmore Office Plan for 

Millard County recreation and trail development 

 
 

Table 5.  Potential Funding and Assistance Sources 

 

Source Grant Type Contact 

Southern Nevada Public 

Lands Management Act 

Planning and development grants  

Highway Improvements On reservations and federal lands Federal Highway Administration 

State Historic Preservation 

Office 

Planning, inventory, preservation, tax 

credits 

Utah Division of History Nevada 

County Commissions Appropriations Millard County and White Pine County 
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Transportation Transportation Enhancement Grants 

Transportation Project funds 

Landscaping Program 

Business Development Program 

UT Dept of Transportation (UDOT) 

NV Dept of Transportation (NDOT) 

Scenic Byway Planning and project grants  

Nevada Commission on 

Cultural Affairs 

Grants Planning, research, and implementation funding 

Nevada Humanities Council Grants  

Nevada Arts Council Grants  

Quadra Grants with four partners  

Mining Companies Donations Barrick, Newmont, Kennecott 

National Arbor Day 

Foundation 

Tree planting  

LDS Foundation Mormon history  

Local Businesses  Donations  

White Pine County Tourism Grants Tourism Promotion 

Millard County Tourism Partnership Tourism Promotion 

National Audubon Society Partnership Habitat and Wildlife Watching 

The Nature Conservancy Partnership Landscape Preservation 

Great Basin Institute Partnership, Volunteer sponsorship Planning and Management, Americorp Youth 

Use fees / Events fees Local events and attractions  

Land and Water 

Conservation Fund 

Land acquisition and recreation facility 

development grants 

UT State Parks 

NV State Parks 

National Trails Funds Multiple-use and OHV trail development 

and right-of-way acquisition grants. 

UT State Parks 

NV State Parks 

NV On-Line Encyclopedia Heritage tourism virtual tours Nevada Humanities 

Education Small grants Nevada Humanities 

Art Grants for public art and individual artists National Endowment for the Arts 

Humanities Grants National Endowment for Humanities 
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Recreation Questions One Funds Nevada State Lands 

 

 

Table 6.  Comments on Interpretive Themes 

 

Over-arching Themes Take a landscape approach to heritage. People and culture have been shaped by the Great Basin 

landscape. 

  Water scarcity, water projects, and impacts of water use 

are a major landscape theme. (i.e. Sevier River and 

Sevier Lake) 

  Interpret basin and range geology, where water never 

reaches the sea. 

Small Towns Promote strong local traditions. Promote annual local events as tourism resources.  (i.e. 

July 4
th
 and Pioneer Day on July 28) 

 Big City residents value what small towns 

offer.  

Small downs do not have big city issues. 

Education There is a lack of education in traditional 

occupations like ranching, mining, and 

railroads.  

 

Great Basin Great Basin National Park is only 100,000 

acres and is charges with interpreting the 

entire Great Basin landscape and culture. 

New Great Basin National Park visitor center could 

become a focal point.  It is experiencing increasing 

visitation. 

  Interpret the entire Great Basin using GBNHR 

resources as examples. 

Orientation / Interpretation Develop CDôs that can be used to follow 

routes through the Great Basin. 

CDôs would provide information on landscape and 

culture based on hwy mile markers 

Radio Messages Local broadcast in vicinity of sites and 

attractions. 

 

Remoteness Remote western landscapes have been 

among the last to modernize  

Baker was last area in the U.S to receive station 

electricity.  Great Basin tribes were among the last 
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native peoples to abandon hunter-gatherer existence. 

Political History Mining Boom of 19
th
 century concentrated 

population and power in White Pine 

County. 

History of area impact on politics and loss of power 

over the years. 

Geology Area abounds in volcanic features, hot 

springs, and paleo-fossils 

 

Archaeology Area abounds in resources that can be 

visited.  Additional research is needed and 

some areas may have to be protected. 

Ancient river bed and marshland Paleo-indian 

occupations from Sevier Lake to Great Salt lake; 

numerous petroglyph sites; Fremont site at Baker 

 

Vastness Great Basin NHR is 250 miles from 

anyway and 250 miles from everywhere. 

Size of the heritage area could be a problem.  How will 

it be tied together? 

 Size is an advantage.  No other NHA is 

like Great Basin.  The area is spiritual.   

Wayside interpretation and orientation is vital 

Gateways Key locations or facilities are needed as 

entrance points to the GBNHR. 
 R.J Law Center, Delta will include Great basin 

Museum, Topaz Museum, Daughters of Utah 

Pioneers Museum, meeting and event space. 

 Great Basin National Park Visitor Center 

 White Pine County Museum 

 McGill  Historic District 

 First Territorial Capital, Fillmore 

 Cove Fort 

Outdoor Recreation Opportunities are as vast as the area. Orientation and information on opportunities. 

Ghost Towns Several exist in both counties Restoration, interpretation, and wayfinding needed 

Historic Trails and Routes Pony Express NHT 

California NHT 

Lincoln Highway 

Dominguez and Escalante Expedition 

Gunnison Expedition 

Overland Stage Route 

Preservation, marking, interpretation, and 

Wayfinding are needed 
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Historic Figures Many individuals from both counties Interpretation of history through historic persons 

Ranching and Agriculture Interpret family ranches Robinson Ranch 

Spring Valley Ranches 

Delta area agriculture  

Wildlife Several state and federal refuge locations Wildlife watching and interpretation at: 

Ruby National Wildlife Refuge 

Clear Lake Refuge 

Refuge outside Ely 

Wildlife viewing locations and State parks 

Delta Snow Goose Festival 

National parks and Forests 

Minerals and Mining Many locations in the two counties Wayfinding, interpretation, resource protection 
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Great Basin National Heritage Route  

Management Plan Public Scoping Record 

DRAFT - September 5, 2007 

 

Notes of Partnership Scoping Session 

Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership Annual Meeting, June 9, 2007 

Great Basin National Park Visitor Center, Baker Nevada 

 
The first in a series of public scoping meetings was held in conjunction with the Great 

Basin Heritage Area Partnership 2007 annual meeting.  Special efforts were made to 

invite partners and agencies and to advertise the meeting locally.  A presentation was 

made outlining the designation of Great Basin National Heritage Route and the pending 

development of a management plan.  Attendees at the meeting were asked to join two 

facilitated breakout discussion sessions and provide information on potential partners, 

funding sources, and projects. 

 

While later public meetings held in four locations in Millard and White Pine Counties in 

August of 2007, followed a slightly different format, the annual meeting in Baker 

marked the beginning of a formal scoping process for the GBNHR Management Plan.  

The meeting was an opportunity to bring together residents of both counties and both 

states for discussion of GBNHR. 
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Attendance: 

 

Gordon Chatland, GBNHR Board, First Territorial Capitol State Historic Site 

Kyla Overson, GBNHR Board 

Jane Beckwith, GBNHR Board, Topaz Museum 

Virginia Terry, GBNHR Board, Ely Renaissance Society 

Dave Tilford, GBNHR Board, Great Basin National Park Foundation 

Dan Bradock, GBNHR Board, White Pine County Museum 

Lawanna Peterson,  

Ireta Shurtz, President, Daughters of Utah Pioneers  

Myrna Longhurst, DUP  

Bill Farrand, Facilitator  

John and Irene Chachas  

Linda Stonier, NPS RTCA, Oakland, CA  

Cindy Nielsen, NPS Superintendent GRBA  

Betsy Duncan-Clark, NPS GRBA  

Jon Shipp,  

Kurt Braun, BLM, Ely NV  

Lorie Lesher, BLM, Ely NV  

Nick Pay,  

JoAnn Blalack, NPS GRBA,  

Steve Koga, Ogden, UT, Topaz Museum,  

Sherry Hirst, BLM Fillmore, UT  

Joelle McCarthy, BLM Fillmore  

Denys Koyle, GBNHR Board, White Pine County Tourism 

Dave Christensen, Mayor, Fillmore Utah  

Tonya Harvey, GBNHR Board, Baker Nevada 

Gretchen Baker, Baker Nevada 

Linda Gillmor, Econ Develop and Tourism Millard County 

Misti Haines, BLM Fillmore  

Anita Hanson, NPS GRBA 

Peggy Overson, Delta  

 

Partnership Workshop Agenda: 

 

Great Basin National Park Visitor Center 

June 9, 2007, 11:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 

Objectives: 

 Brief partners on Management Plan Requirements and Opportunities 

 Discuss partnership roles and needs for GBNHR 

 Begin ñscopingò process for GBNHR Management Plan 

 

 Introduction     Facilitator 

 Planning Requirements presentation  Facilitator 
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 Partnership roles and needs   Breakout Groups 

 Early Successes brainstorming  Breakout Groups 

 Breakout reports 

 Schedule for planning and partnerships Facilitator 

 Action Items and Wrap up   Facilitator 

 Adjourn  

 

 

Comments From Workshop: 

 

Question: What do partners bring to the National Heritage Route, and what support 

do partners need from the NHR? 

 

New Great Basin Museum in Delta should have ñgatewayò status.  The building will 

also act as a civic center for the town of Delta. 

 

Cove Fort Historic site in southern Millard County near the intersection of I-70 and I-15 

has 80 to 110 thousand visitors annually.  The NHR and Cove Fort should cooperate on 

marketing.  Cove Fort should be a ñgatewayò.  Cove Fort could bring in the LDS 

Church as a partner. 

 

BLM develops and maintains access to many NHR resource areas.  Ely office has a 

website up that lists area events, and Fillmore Office is working on a site.  BLM has 

information for visitor orientation and interpretation on a variety of resource subjects 

such as Pony Express and Native American rock art sites.  BLM programs bring visitors 

into the area.  BLM is working on a Heritage Trail motor route between Delta and 

Fillmore. 

 

An area-wide education program for public service contacts should be developed that 

all attractions and agency could use. 

 

Ely Renaissance Society is an experienced 501(3)c willing to help other organizations 

in the NHR.  Their Mural Project, focused on Nevada history, is one example of 

downtown revitalization projects.  They are restoring 11 structures in a 9-block area to 

reflect the many ethnic groups that were recruited to work and settle in the area.  The 

group has ñstep-onò guides available for bus tours.  They do not wish to compete 

financially with the Nevada Northern Railway for grants, but they are experienced with 

fundraising. 

 

Great Basin National Park Foundation is currently working on a strategic plan and 

management planning.  They want to partner with the NHR for interpretation.  They are 

interested in working with opportunities in both counties.  They have experience with 

oral history projects.  Sharing staff with the NHR may be mutually beneficial. 

 

Fillmore City is interested in doing more marketing in partnership with the NHR.  The 

city sponsors an art festival, an ATV Jamborall, and other events.  It is strategically 
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located on I-15 and close to I-70.  Not enough marketing is being done in the metro area 

and to bus tour companies.  Fillmore is well located to join in marketing with Great 

Basin NHR and Mormon Pioneer NHA along Highway 89.  In the past, the local 

community has tried to hard to keep this area secret. 

 

White Pine Tourism Council is a funding agency that provides grants that could be used 

to match federal funded projects.  They are primarily interested in projects that put more 

ñheads in beds.ò   Develop tours and keep visitors in the area longer. 

 

Great Basin National Park will be developing two computer kiosks as part of the new 

exhibits in the park visitor center at Baker.  The kiosks could be in place the fall or 

winter.  The computer menu will link to other sites and events in the Great Basin and 

NPS welcomes participation by NHR partners.  The park would like to assist in 

maximizing visitor stays and use of the NHR.  They would participate in traveling 

exhibits, events, and other cooperative efforts. 

 

Topaz Museum has recently received National Landmark status.  A ceremony will be 

held as part of the annual pilgrimage to the internment site at the end of June.  Topaz 

conducts teacher workshops that integrate the Topaz story into school curricula.  They 

are a partner with Great Basin Museum and the Daughters of Utah Pioneers in the new 

museum complex on Main Street (Hwy 50) in Delta.  Topaz Museum needs help with 

land management planning and operations at the Topaz internment camp site north of 

Delta, which they own. 

 

The BLM Ely NV office urges the NHR to get involved in an agreement.  BLM can 

offer technical assistance with NEPA planning, recreational programs, cultural resource 

management, and funding. 

 

BLM Fillmore Office would like to participate on the NHR Management Plan steering 

committee and would host scoping meetings.  They can promote tourism in Millard 

County, and provide assistance for recreation and Topaz. 

 

Millard County Economic Development and Tourism can facilitate and promote events; 

co-host NHR scooping meetings; finances and funding.  They can contribute to 

management plan elements like, themes, economic impacts, cultural resources, 

agriculture, snow geese and sheep migrations and economics. 

 

Utah Division of Recreation and State parks, through its First Territorial State House 

historic site Fillmore, has an interest in cultural and recreational activities, partnering 

with the federal government, the NHR religion and seclusion theme, and area settlement 

patterns.  State parks are in the people business.  Gordon Chatland is on the NHR Board 

and management plan steering committee.  The state division can support tourism and 

marketing activities. 

 

The Daughters of Utah Pioneers will be participating in the new museum in Delta, 

which will be three connected museums.  They have an interest in the theme of 
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migrations of people into the area, and tied to religions connections.  They also see a tie 

to the railroad story in Ely.  They need funding, marketing, and tourism. 

 

Jon Shipp is a resident of Garrison with education in writing, English, and math.  He 

would like to help with the NHR management plan or other things the NHR may need. 

 

Tonya Harvey is a past president of Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership and 

currently writes and tracks their grants.  She would like to set up a funding committee.  

She has a wealth of Nevada contacts and is on the NHR management plan steering 

committee. 

 

Betsy Duncan-Clark is the Chief of Interpretation at Great Basin National Park and is a 

technical resource for interpretive planning and operations, cultural resources, training, 

leveraging other groups, and developing interpretive media. 

 

Anita Hansen, Great Basin National Park Administration, is the Secretary for the NHR.  

She is a local person interested in telling the Great Basin stories and participating on the 

financial committee. 

 

 

Question:  Suggest ñquick startò projects to achieve early successes to promote the 

GBNHR.  Criteria include quick accomplishment, known matching funds, 

education/interpretive element, marketable, part of unified story themes, and/or 

enhance a partnership. 

Implement McGill Historic District.  It holds a designation, but efforts are needed to 

enlist McGill residents in making it a reality. 

 

Does the Great Basin water issue contain an education/interpretation project? 

 

State Scenic Highway designation for Hwy 50 from the state border east to Scipio. 

 

GBNHR produce more public information.  Not just related to the management plan 

process.  Newsletter. 

 

Utah state assistance on economic development. 

 

More signage by BLM for recreation and resource access areas. 

 

GBNHR sponsor interstate efforts and training on economic development and tourism. 

 

Travel magazine advertisement and articles.  FAM tour for travel writers. 

 

Airstream Caravan coming to Delta.  Connect with more groups of this type. 

 

Develop common museum standards for the area museums. 
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Address accessibility issues for current and new attractions. 

 

Distribute publications we currently have. 

 

Update and maintain the NHR website. 

 

Re-print the ñChapter Oneò brochure. 

 

Project to renovate the exterior and other facets of Vanôs Hall in Delta.  Vanôs Hall is 

currently a 501 (3)c with links to Great Basin Museum and Delta Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

Coordinate communication between two counties and two states. 

 

Publicize Snow Goose Festival (potential for growth), and Topaz Pilgrimage. 

 

Economic benefits study by Utah State University (currently studying Snow Goose 

Festival). 

 

Public Service Training development for use by all NHR attractions.  Customer service 

aspects and common training on GBNHR information. 

 

Pahvant Valley Heritage Trail development by BLM and Millard Tourism.  Develop 10 

education/interpretation sites for a motor tour route between Fillmore and Delta. 

 

Nevada Northern Railway has several projects defined and match in place for some of 

them. 

 

Three wayside interpretive exhibits in cooperation with Great Basin National Park.  

Locate to serve as gateways to NHR.  Possible locations include Hwys 50 and 6 in 

Delta; Hwy 93 north of Ely; Hwys 50 and 93 in Spring Valley; or Steptoe WMA. 

 

Other issues and comments: 

 

How will partners stay in the loop and talk and coordinate with each other? 

 

Need to have a funding committee to assist in fundraising for projects by partners. 

 

Put all museum people together to help reach museum standards. 

 

Do a skills and resources matrix for the NEPA planning process. 

 

Organize separate meetings in consideration of travel demands and local issues. 

 

Will NPS provide separate technical assistance help from each state (two different 

regions? 
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Format Summary 

Great Basin National Heritage Route Management Plan 

Public Scoping Meetings 
 

Dates:  August 14, 15, and 16, 2007 

Locations:  Delta, Utah City Offices; Ely, Nevada Convention Center (2 meetings); and 

Fillmore, UT Library.  

  

Lead meeting facilitator, Bill Farrand, conducted a short training session for breakout 

group facilitators immediately before the meeting.  This allowed everyone to become 

familiar with meeting process and roles and have questions answered.  This session was 

held at each meeting location, so that meeting room preparations could be completed.  

One facilitator was provided for each of two breakout discussion tables at the Delta 

meeting and both meetings in Ely.  Three Breakout discussion tables were facilitated at 

the Fillmore meeting.  Approximately 6 to 10 participants were in each breakout group 

at each meeting. 

 

 A staffed welcome table was set up (at least one person from about 15 minutes 

before until 15 minutes after the meeting start time) at the main entrance to the 

meeting space.  Everyone who attended the meeting was asked to fill out a sign-

in sheet with name, address, group represented, e-mail, and telephone number.  

The sign-in sheet will be used for follow-up information and for distribution of 

scoping meeting summaries. 

 Each person made out and wore a nametag with at least their first name. 

 Discussion breakout groups were organized in a manner that created a mix of 

interests at each table.  For instance, if two people arrived together from the 

Rock Candy Mountain Hikers Association, each of the two persons was 

requested to join a different breakout group.  This enabled the Rock Candy 

Mountain group to be heard in as many discussion groups as possible, ensuring 

that their concerns will be incorporated into the meeting findings, and shared 

with people with other interests. 

 A post-meeting GBHAP contact information sheet was available at the sign-in 

table, along with various printed information about the GBNHR. 

 

Refreshments were set up on a separate table, and available throughout the meeting, 

since there was no designated break time.  

 

At each meeting, GBHAP President Denys Koyle provided a welcome and introduced 

the facilitator.  President Koyle provided updated information on the progress of 

GBNHR since National Designation in October 2006.  At Fillmore, UT, an additional 

welcome was provided by Mayor Dave Christensen. 

 

The lead facilitator opened the meeting and covered the structure of the meeting and the 

agenda. A description was provided of how participants will contribute to the master 

plan and how their information will be used. 
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The facilitator provided a PowerPoint briefing about Great Basin National Heritage 

Route.  The purpose was to provide a common understanding of GBNHR. 

 

The lead facilitator sent the audience to their breakout discussion groups.  Each group 

was assigned a break out area that allowed them to spread out information materials and 

use flip chart sheets for note taking.  Also, each breakout group had a recorder keeping 

written notes. 

 

Each breakout group was led by a group facilitator.  The facilitator initiated the session 

by explaining the facilitator role and prompting participant introductions.  Each 

breakout room had a map of the meeting county.  

 

A list of questions used to guide the breakout discussion is listed below.  The facilitator 

tried to get some discussion and notes recorded around each question.  This required 

watching the time and trying to get the group to move on, if they get stuck on one 

question. 

 

After 40 minutes, each breakout group prepared a presentation of their discussion notes 

to include narrative statements on flip charts and any notes made on their county maps.  

A presenter was chosen to make a 5- minute presentation to the full scoping meeting 

attendance. 

 

All breakout groups reassembled in the main meeting space to make their 5- minute 

presentations.  

 

The lead facilitator guided all attendees through a final question, answer, and comment 

session.   

 

The lead facilitator wrapped up the scoping meeting, thanking the participants and 

explaining again how the information will be used.  Participants were asked to continue 

following the master planning process. 

 

Breakout group facilitators assembled notes, maps, and flip charts, and clarified the 

information, so that it could be accurately transcribed at a later date. 

 

Breakout Group Discussion Questions 

 

1. What opportunities do you see for your group or your community that GBNHR 

can support?   

2. What negative or positive impacts or issues do you see arising from GBNHR? 

3. What partnerships, funding sources, government programs, or private grants are 

available to match federal grant funds and make GBNHR successful? 

4. What other opportunities, impacts, or issues should we consider in preparing a 

management plan for GBNHR? 
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Delta Scoping Meeting 
August 14, 2007 7:00 pm, Delta City Offices 

 

Attendance 
 

Ireta Shurtz, Daughters of Utah Pioneers 

Myrna Longhurst, Daughters of Utah Pioneers 

Linda Gillmor, Millard County Economic Development 

David Steele, Oak City  

Kyla Overson, GBHAP 

Glen Swalberg, Delta City 

Laurel Eliason, Deseret Heritage Association 

Ginger Moody, Deseret Heritage Association 

Bryce Moody, Deseret Heritage Association 

Lisa Reid, BLM Fillmore Office 

Micki Bailey, BLM Fillmore Office 

Joelle McCarty, BLM Fillmore Office 

Misti Haines, BLM Fillmore Office 

Deb Greathouse, Delta City Library 

Delma Jean Galle, Daughters of Utah Pioneers 

Brandi Roberts, Great Basin National Park 

Cindy Nielsen, Great Basin National Park 

Jane Beckwith, Topaz Museum 

 
Comments 

 

BREAKOUT GROUP 1 

 

Small town events bring in big city visitors and extend the stay of visitors in the area.  

This helps local economy. 

 

Knosh Band held its first annual powwow this year.  BLM Fillmore office has good 

contacts with the Band and can help GB Partnership make contacts. 

 

Coordinated calendars of events in the area will be needed. 

 

Library in Delta is involved with U of Utah on historic photo digitizing project.  Project 

includes text about the photos.  Millard Chronicle has digitized up to 1945. 

 

Nevada has virtual tours online of ghost towns and Lehman caves. 

 

Daughters of Utah Pioneers have two ñcompaniesò in Millard County, in Delta and in 

Fillmore.  Delta group has donated antiques from the pioneer area.  Need to preserve 

artifacts from being lost or thrown away.  DUP is focused on pioneer heritage of the 

area, particularly the time period 1846 to 1869 (When the railroad came to Utah). 
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DUP has a log house in the Delta City Park that serves as a museum and is part of local 

events.  DUP will be housed in the new Delta Civic Center.  Everything will be on 

display, since they will have no storage in the building. 

 

R.J. Law Civic Center is planned for Main Street (Hwy 50) in Delta.  Property is 

acquired.  Topaz Museum, DUP, Great Basin Museum, Millard Tourism, and Delta 

Chamber of Commerce will be in the building.  The building will have an auditorium 

and meeting rooms for local events.  Fundraising for construction is underway.  R. J. 

Law was a local pioneer who had a store on the corner where the Civic Center will be 

located.  During hard times around 1915 he supported the pioneers in Delta with the 

goods of the store and his own money. 

 

Audubon has an interest in the Delta area as one of its designated Important Bird Areas. 

 

$60,000 has already been spent on restoration of Vanôs Hall on Main in Delta.  The 

property has been acquired by donation for tax benefit.  A three party non-profit 

committee has ownership.  The possibility of using donation and funding spent to date 

as match for grants was raised.  More work on the building, particularly its Hwy 50 

fa­ade could be an ñearly successò project.  The group expressed eagerness to hold 

dances in the hall again. 

 

A landscape approach to interpretation should be considered.  The landscape of the 

great basin shaped the people as the people tried to live within the Basin.  The Sevier 

River water projects and the Sevier Dry Lake make up an important landscape story. 

 

GBNHR could help local groups with projects and management through promoting 

training, scholarships to training programs, a website and publications that make local 

people aware of training opportunities. 

 

GBNHR could help local groups with grant searches and grant writing.  Groups need to 

keep track of matching funds and volunteer hours.  GBNHR could be a clearinghouse 

for grant information. 

 

Meetings of the partners could include training and information sharing. 

 

Great Basin Museum focuses on history after 1900. 

 

The Cosmic Ray Array in the Sevier Desert is an interpretation subject and a potential 

partner.  They have an interest in astronomy events and education. 

 

The Eskdale community is an example of the Religion and Seclusion Interpretive 

Theme, and they should be approached about their willingness to participate in 

GBNHR. 

 

Crystal Ball Cave owners should be approached for partnership. 
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ATV Jamborall in Fillmore is a major County sponsored event.  ATV use is high and 

groups should be approached for participation.  The event is being considered for 

privatization. 

 

The relation ship between GBNHR and for-profit business, events, and attractions 

should be clearly spelled out.  What assistance can GBNHR provide?  Businesses in the 

area should be part of tourism advertising and packaging. 

 

Draw businesses into the GBNHR planning and activities.  Create things that help 

business prosper.  Consider GBNHR ñbrandingò products. 

 

BLM is developing a ñHeritage Trailò for ATV and other users from Fillmore to Delta.  

It is partly county funded, so it should be eligible for GBNHR assistance. 

 

Dominguez and Escalante exploration route is close to the BLM Heritage Trail near 

Pahvant.  There is a monument at Deseret, and a rest stop could be developed there with 

rest rooms and interpretation. 

 

Groups or businesses are needed to help visitors to the area get around.  It is a safety 

and an economic issue.  More people in remote sites in the area will need guides, 

transportation, and rescue services. 

 

Promote current local events through GBNHR activities: 

 Vanôs Hall dances 

 New events like the Sheep Herders Ball at the Border Inn 

 Fly-in events in Delta area and at Ibex 

 

Milliard County has an event website. 

 

Smithsonian traveling exhibits have been very successful at the Delta Library (re: 

Fences) and Great Basin National Park Visitor Center (Wild Horses). 

 

Star Gazing event at Great Basin NP was very well attended. 

 

The town of Deseret is third or fourth oldest in the county, older than Delta.  The 

original count fairgrounds should be restored for variety of uses and events, including 

rodeo and a cowboy hall of fame.  Many of the residents are descendents of original 

settlers. 

 

Deseretôs old school building has interesting history and architecture.  It needs to be 

restored.  It may be on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Leamington Church is important to Mormon history.  Hinkley Academy is another 

preservation opportunity. 

 

Oral histories are an important history and urgent. 
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BREAKOUT GROUP 2 

 

Town of Deseret offers opportunities for a park and public buildings.  The original 

Millard County fairgrounds land and building need to be restored.  The town is the site 

of pioneer Fort Deseret and an abandoned school of great architecture that may be on 

the National Register of Historic Places.  A monument to the Spanish Fathers 

Dominguez and Escalante expedition is located in Deseret. 

 

The R. J. Law Civic Center planned for Main Street in Delta will house the Great Basin 

Heritage Museum and the Daughters of Utah Pioneers Museum, Topaz Museum, and 

Chamber of Commerce Offices will be included. 

 

Develop funding sources for the GBNHR partners.  Audubon may have interest in the 

farms areas for the snow goose migration.  Historic irrigation ditches could be included 

in interpretation. 

 

Help Topaz Museum preserve the interment camp site and education outreach. 

 

Other partners could include Cosmic Ray Center, Eskdale, Crystal Ball Cave, and ATV 

groups. 

 

Other opportunities include events and festivals found on Millard County website.  

Events help businesses. 

 

Delta Library hosted a Smithsonian exhibit on fences.  It was the only Utah stop for the 

traveling exhibit. 

 

Kanosh Paiute Band held its first annual powwow this year. 

 

Residents should celebrate heritage among themselves. 

 

Involve locally elected state legislators. 

 

Publish history essays in local newspapers.  Grants should be made to publish local 

histories. 

 

We need to preserve heritage for future generations. 

 

Promote strong traditions of small towns. 

 

Develop a speakerôs bureau and visiting scholar programs. 

 

Help preserve Oak City town hall and help with park facilities.  Promote Oak City days.  

Oak City has worked with Daughters of Utah Pioneers to publish history books. 
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Promote local attractions like Ibex rock climbing, rock hounding, and Gunnison 

Massacre site. 

 

BLM is undertaking heritage tourism projects and recreation projects.  BLM Fillmore 

office will help with the NEPA documentation and socio-economic studies needed for 

the GBNHR management plan. 

 

Heritage groups need grant writing workshops, lists of available grants, and list of 

potential project partners. 

 

IMPACTS: 

 

If we become a big city, it will ruin everything. 

 

Population growth needs to be accompanied by responsible growth. 

 

Tourism usually has low dollar return.  It can be increased in economic value if well 

managed.  Need branding. 

 

Good Communications across the area is needed.  The Chronicle and Gazette 

newspapers are well read in the area. 

 

Competition between cities / counties / states must be avoided.  GBNHR needs to lead 

coordination and collaboration. 

 

GBNHR needs to be non-competitive.  Partners need to brand and advertise together to 

bring in more visitors, expand visitor experience and extend the stay of visitors. 

 

The area has so much to discover and so much to share. 

 

Visitors can impact local people. 

 

Litter, vandalism and theft are worries. 

 

Education is key to mitigating threats to heritage resources. 
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Ely, Nevada, Afternoon Scoping Meeting 
August 15, 2007, 3:00 pm, Ely Convention Center 

 

Attendance 

 

Dan Braddock, White Pine County Public Museum 

Bill Dunn, BLM Ely District Office 

Lorraine Clark, Ely Renaissance Society 

Sean Pitts, Ely State Museum 

Mary Williams, Nevada Northern Railroad Museum 

Bill Wolf, Great Basin Institute 

Mark Henderson, Chupadera Archeological Resources 

Bruno Bowles, Southern Nevada Water Authority 

Mark Bassett, Nevada Northern Railway Museum  

 

Comments 

 

BREAKOUT GROUP 1: 

 

Great Basin Institute can help with transition from volunteer to staffed organization.  

Could be a conduit to temporary staff.  Could do a contract for GBNHR Management 

Plan with Great basin Institute.  Describe end product, relationship, and timeline.   GBI 

is doing NEPA EA work now.  Great Basin National Park (NPS) has an assistance 

agreement with GBI. 

 

GBI is involved in trail building projects and sponsors Americorp groups.  This work 

with youth groups makes GBI more attractive for NPS funding.  GBI could sponsor 

Americorp youth work for GBNHR and use NPS funding.  GBI Americorp sponsorship 

could be used for Northern Nevada Railroad projects. 

 

GBI could assist with access to Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act 

funding.  Parks Trails and Natural Areas funding component on SNVPLA funds are a 

fit for GBNHR projects.  GBNHR needs to form a group and a cohesive proposal for 

the grant funds. 

 

Lincoln Highway Association held its national convention in Ely two years ago.  

Lincoln Hwy is a ñnational heritageò transportation route.  LHA could do event 

partnering with GBNHR. 

 

Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition (ENLC) is another potential partner.  GBNHR 

could be the cultural equivalent to ENLCôs natural environment mission. 

 

GBNHR can integrate cultural and natural if it views issues and education from a 

landscape level, rather than an individual project level. 

 

Town of Deseret has stories to tell that are not being told in the eastern United States. 
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Southern Nevada Water Authority has acquired historic ranches in Spring Valley and 

would like to partner with GBNHR to interpret ranching.  The water story is a 

significant theme for GBNHR. 

 

Preserve Nevada is a potential partner in preserving cultural landscapes like the historic 

Spring Valley ranches, which are over 100 years old.  The ranches have buildings, 

windmills, and water stories to tell. 

 

Tourists who come to the GBNHR area want to be outdoors.  Gliders have the best air 

in the world here. 

 

Ely held an international mural convention 2 years ago that attracted foreign visitors. 

 

The area does not have city issues.  Small towns are attractive to people who live in the 

big cities. 

  

Nevada Northern Railway has operating steam engines over 100 years old, but no one is 

learning to operate or repair them nowadays. Crafts and industrial skills are not taught 

in schools today.  NNRy wants to open a program to teach ñshopò skills and recover the 

handcraft culture. 

 

The same lack of education is occurring in ranching and farming.  People are not 

staying on the family ranches and the land is being subdivided. 

 

Great Basin NP brings visitors to its new visitor center.  It is tangible representation of 

legislated purpose of the park.  The park is 100,000 acres, but is charges with 

interpreting the entire 200 square mile Great Basin landscape and culture.  The visitor 

center could be a focus point for people to find out where to go.  Visitation is increasing 

because of the visitor center.  The national park and GBNHR missions mesh. 

 

Exchange should take place between the peoples of the two counties.  We need to 

educate ourselves. 

 

Tie in National Public Lands Day as a GBNHR event.  GBNHR will participate in a 

BLM project for NPL Day this September. 

 

IMPACTS: 

 

Management Plan for GFBNHR cannot ignore the basic environmental issues within 

White Pine and Millard Counties that pose long-term threats to preservation of the 

areaôs heritage.  Tourism will be impacted by changes created by water usage, air 

quality, power projects, loss of family ranches, etc.  Donôt want overdevelopment to 

happen as a result of GBNHR. 
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More people in the area means more impact, like driving, picking up artifacts, collecting 

firewood. 

 

Travel safety in remote desert areas will be an issue for people coming into the area. 

 

Manage growth.  Also, remember that growth is part of our ongoing heritage. 

 

Lack of master planning in the remote counties and the current state of infrastructure 

impacts the areaôs readiness for more tourism. 

 

GBNHR is 250 miles from nowhere and 250 miles form everywhere. 

 

Trust is a polarizing issue.  Lack of trust in public agencies is high and aggravated by 

recent issues like water withdrawal, public lands acts, and power plants.  Management 

Plan must address trust as a key issue. 

 

Great Basin NP could work with Southern Nevada Water Authority to preserve historic 

ranches, but the trust issue makes such a partnership a minefield. 

 

Accepting a donation from a target of distrust is problematic. 

 

Look for and capitalize on areas agreement, rather than issues that create public distrust. 

 

Eureka and Lander counties dropped out of early GBNHR organizing efforts over 

private property issues and conspiracy theories. 

 

Mining interests need to be brought in as partners.  Consider Bald Mountain. 

 

IPP in Delta should be a partner.  It is the biggest payroll in Millard County. 

 

 

EARLY PROJECTS: 

 

Publish the ñEnduranceò booklet.  Is available now on lulu.com. 

 

Nevada has virtual tours of historic sites. 

 

Promote examples of why GBNHR is an advantage to businesses. 

 

Create an orientation CD that could be used in a car while traveling in GBNHR. 

 

NNRy has a video available. 

 

Radio messages could be used for local broadcast near historic sites.  
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BREAKOUT GROUP 2 

 

Financing can include in-kind match to federal money, not just cash. 

 

Get the two counties together for educational programs. 

 

Ghost towns in the area are resources for preservation and tourism. 

 

Great Basin teacherôs workshop offered by BLM and NPS could be sponsored by 

GBNHR with non-federal funds. 

 

The Heritage Industrial Arts Program could be added to school programs.  Steam 

locomotives of NNRy are hands on opportunity.  Education about mining could be part 

of the program.  Interpretation of railroad and mining should be done. 

 

GBNHR should work with the state historical marker program. 

 

Mining and railroad oral histories are possible.  Oral histories of housewives should be 

included. 

 

Bed and Breakfast development could include 1907 living history conditions. 

 

Nevada Northern Ry and Ely Renaissance both rate restrooms high on the list of needed 

projects.  White Pine Public Museum rates restrooms high, along with signage. 

 

There is a need for GBNHR hospitality training.  Videos could be purchased.  Signage 

and literature are needed. 

 

There should be partner memberships that allow use of GBNHR logo. 

 

GBNHR products need to be developed, such as ñloneliest highwayò stuff.  ñI migrated 

the Heritage Areaò. I used these forms of transportation in the GBNHRò.  Coloring 

books and other items could be developed.   

 

McGill is a nearly intact company town.  We need to get National Register of Historic 

Places designations.  Need to reprint Elliotôs book and other books using modern 

technology like CD. 

 

IMPACTS: 

 

Positive Impacts of GBNHR include, educational opportunity; only western National 

Heritage Area; Federal grant money.  These will counteract the misconceptions about 

the region and the intent of the GBNHR. 
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Looting, littering, lack of isolation, need for basic infrastructure like restrooms are 

negatives.  Stewardship of resources like the Nevada State Stewardship Program is 

needed. 

 

Increased use of ATV and camping without increased enforcement is a negative impact.  

Need to increase education and enforcement to increase respect for the resources.  Work 

with the schools for local education about preservation of the regionôs heritage. 

 

GBNHR is only western National Heritage Area.  This should have positive impact. 

 

Grants will come from designation as an NHA, creating positive impact on resources. 

 

Two National Historic landmarks in White Pine and one in Millard will benefit. 

 

Increased site stewardship and education should come from the designation. 

 

 

PARTNERSHIPS AND FUNDING: 

 

Potential partners include Nevada CCA (cultural affairs division) for record keeping 

and publicity 

Nevada Council on Tourism promotional activities (Brian Kerlicki and economic 

development) 

Foundations 

Businesses 

Southern Nevada Water Authority 

E.L. Cord 

Nevada Humanities 

NV Arts Council 

Guggenheim 

Nevada EDC 

Community Development Block Grants 

Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act Funding.  
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Ely, Nevada, Evening Scoping Meeting 
August 15, 2007, 7:00 pm, Ely Convention Center 

 
Attendance 

 

Roberta Moore, National Park Service 

Bill Wilson, White Pine Public Museum 

Mark Bassett, Nevada Northern Railroad Museum 

Joan Bassett, Nevada Northern Railroad Museum 

Rick Spilsbury, BA BGWN 

Delaine Spilsbury, Shoshone Tribe 

Nancy Eldridge, Cattlewomen, PEO 

Mary Eldridge, Cattlewomen 

Dave Tilford, Great Basin Natural History Association 

Kurt Braun, BLM  

Jerry Meyer 

Cindy Nielsen, Great Basin National Park 

 
Comments 

 

BREAKOUT GROUP 1 

 

Given the size of the Great Basin National Heritage Route, how will it be tied together?   

Examples of other heritage areas were discussed, including Yuma Crossing and Motor 

Cities. 

 

Size is an advantage.  No other heritage area is like GBNHR.  Need to get people off the 

main highway and out of their cars.  The area and the experience are spiritual. 

 

Wayside interpretation and orientation is vital.  Exhibit on ranching history on Great 

Basin NP access road is a good example. 

 

Need more general documentation on ranching history. 

 

Many people travel across Nevada without knowing they are in the Great Basin.  Need 

exhibits at every entry/exit point. 

 

Establish gateway cities.  They could be outside the GBNHR, like Reno.  On I-80, or 

Hwy 50 east and west, there is nothing to guide people. 

 

Promote ñthe road less traveledò.  

 

Uniform signage is needed.  NPS standard is good.  Use logos and 150 words or less. 

 

Nevada Wildlife Conservancy is a potential partner. 
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Capture heritage before it is gone.  Nevada Northern Railway has two engines over 100 

years old, but no one is t rained to fix them. 

 

There are several types of ñheritageò that could be interpreted or promoted. 

 

Need a ranching heritage program. 

 

Programs should be hands on, like a working museum.  NNRy has a ñRail Campò 

program, where people work like railroaders.  The camp has two adult sessions and one 

teen session. 

 

People currently stop at specific areas along the roads to take pictures, like Majors 

Station and chain up areas.  Pamphlets or wayside exhibits should be available at these 

areas, with directions to the next stop. 

 

Online information for trip planning should be available. 

 

A CD could be created that is timed to the speed limit that would provide interpretation 

as people travel the roads. 

 

Some things are already going.  Focus on Baker, Ely, Delta, and Fillmore.  Provide 

something to hold people in the area.  Businesses are key partners and beneficiaries. 

Provide the opportunity to mix with local people. 

 

Great Basin art show could be developed along with the Great Basin NP artist in the 

park program. 

 

Involve youth.  They have input on where the family goes on vacation.  Youth need 

activities. 

 

Garnet Hill and Crystal Peak are local attractions without onsite explanation.  People 

donôt know what they are seeing or what to do.  Explain reason for the names.  Educate 

visitors.  Place interpretive panels on Hwy 50. 

 

Use fees for local event fees, like an art show or a gem and mineral show, to raise 

funds. 

 

Thirty to forty percent of NNRy riders are from Clark County NV.  Need a tourism 

guide for the area that is available in Clark County. 

 

Develop tours of GBNHR. 

 

Stories can be local and tied to the remoteness of the area.  Baker area was the last area 

in the US to receive station electricity.  Its part of the timelessness theme. 
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A program for ña day at the ranchò could be created, but ranching is disappearing. 

 

Southern Nevada Water Authority and Preserve Nevada should be partners to preserve 

the Spring Valley ranches. 

 

Educate locals to keep historic structures and artifacts.  Inventory history and 

photographs. 

 

The ñWastelandò perception of the Great Basin goes back to the Fremont Expedition.  

Need to change this perception. 

 

Political history of Nevada before Las Vegas is centered in White Pine County.  Several 

governors and senators came from here.  The loss of political power over time is story 

to tell. 

 

ñI survived Hwy 50ò t-shirts should sell well. 

 

Native American hunter-gatherer cultures survived in the Great Basin up into the 

1900ôs.  This is unique, even among Indian cultures. 

 

IMPACTS: 

 

Success getting people here could create impacts.  Outsiders may not respect the land 

and artifacts.  We could experience traffic jams.  Our individual favorite spots could 

become known and impacted.  Given the size of the area, creating adequate interest and 

coverage could be difficult.  We could be only half successful. 

 

Only 10 percent of I-80 and I-15 traffic coming into the area could create noticeable 

impacts. 

 

Do not oversell. 

 

Need to create a cadre of guardians for sensitive and remote sites, like BLM does. 

 

Ridership on the NNRy has doubled, but the number of restrooms hasnôt.  We donôt 

have the infrastructure to support expanded tourism. 

 

Wildfire is a hazard in the area.  More people could mean more fire. 

 

City slickers traveling in remote deserts without spare tires and water could be trouble. 

 

OTHER: 

 

Educate the front line people at the gas stations and grocery stores, so that they can give 

directions and information about GBNHR. 
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BLM Districts in the two counties and states are trying to work together.  GBNHR 

creates a new situation for cooperation. 

 

The cosmic ray array in Millard County is a potential partner and education opportunity. 

 

The Long Now Foundation is a potential partner. 

 

Night skies are an attractive resource and several existing programs could be 

coordinated. 

 

Wind energy projects area potential partner for interpretation. 

 

 

BREAKOUT GROUP 2 

 

Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act (SNPLMA) money requires no match 

and comes through the White Pine County Commission.  There is a category of this 

funding called Parks, Trails, and Natural Areas, which could apply to GBNHR. 

 

SNPLMA may be best source of funding for White Pine County museums to expand. 

 

Headframe for underground mine at Keystone could become a destination point for the 

NNRy.   

 

Cedars Massacre site could be designated a sacred site by working with the Shoshone 

tribe.  Also, the Cedars could be an area for contemplation, picnic, and restroom. 

 

A nature trail and restrooms at Big Springs could interpret water levels. 

 

Develop itineraries as handouts.  Start out with a website and CDôs.  Give visitors ideas 

about what to do and sites to visit. 

 

Involve Nevada and Utah State Parks in planning and partnerships. 

 

Ward charcoal ovens and Osceola townsite need signage. 

 

Provide for maintenance of signs and sites.  Also use education and interpretation. 

 

Education and interpretation could be part of school curriculum. 

 

IMPACTS: 

 

Tourism will increase. 

 

Awareness of other cities, counties, and states will increase. 
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Vandalism could be a negative impact. 

 

A neighborhood watch type of program could be positive. 

 

GBNHR will enhance the quality of residentôs lives. 

 

GBNHR could get the two counties together. 

 

GBNHR could create economic benefits from preservation of historic sites. 

 

FUNDING SOURCES: 

 

SNPLMA 

PLUAC 

SHPO 

County Commissions 

Highway funds through NDOT and UDOT 

Scenic Byways 

Nevada Commission on Cultural Affairs (CCA) 

Nevada Humanities and Arts 

Quadra ï if you have multiple groups applying together 

Barrick, Newmont, and Kennecott 

Private sources 

 

THEMES: 

 

Landscape affects lifestyles, social and economic life and culture.  Use this as theme 

language.  Make it clearer. 

 

Migration should be related to transportation, Pony Express, and Lincoln Highway. 

 

What is the Great Basin?  Interpret the hydrologic divide in Millard County. 

 

Use historic figures and their relation to sites. 

 

Discuss the Great basin in its totality. 

 

Build rest stops with information at the site.  Work with NDOT and UDOT for sites like 

Overland Trail and Pony Express.  Work with NDOT and UDOT to provide restrooms 

at stops on main highways.   

 

Work on applying for highway funds for Scenic Byways. 

 

Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology could partner.  Check out the Hwy 50 guidebook 

and republish books that are out of print. 
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Fillmore Scoping Meeting  
August 16, 7:00 pm, Fillmore Library 

 

Attendance 

 
Elder Kent Jones, Cove Fort Museum 

Sister Dixie Jones, Cove Fort Museum 

Deaun Bean, Main Street Fillmore 

Gayle Cluff, Millard County Tourism Board 

Judy Huntsman, Fillmore City Economic Development 

Desiree Rhoads, Main Street Fillmore 

Jolene Johnson, USU Extension 

Tracy Norr, Fillmore City 

Carl Camp, Territorial State House 

Dennis Whitaker 

Lisa Reid, BLM Fillmore Office 

Lori Roper, Millard County Economic Development 

Paul Adams, Fillmore City 

Gale Hall, Utah Office of Tourism 

Linda Gillmor, Millard County Economic Development and Tourism 

Gordon Chatland, Utah State Parks 

Dave Christensen, Mayor, Fillmore 

 
Comments 

 

Fillmore City Heritage Walking Trail is planned to connect Territorial Capitol with 

other sites around town.  Part of the trail route is closed because it is on an irrigation 

canal right-of-way. 

 

Utah fourth graders study Utah history.  All that can travel to Fillmore and return on the 

same day visit the Territorial Capitol. 

 

Fillmore is seeking Tree City designation from National Arbor Day Foundation. 

 

Redevelopment of Main Street needs assistance, including Old Fillmore Hotel.  

Properties are in private ownership and need incentives to participate. 

 

Link enough sites together so that tour packages can be developed for GBNHR.  

Include children and youth games in site activities. 

 

BLM Fill more office is planning Pahvant Heritage Trail to connect Fillmore, Meadow, 

Kanosh, and Delta in Millard County.  ATVôs, Jeeps, and Bicycles would be able to use 

the trail.  County road crew will build pullouts and parking areas at key spots on the 

back roads that the trail follows.  These spots would have interpretive signs.  The 
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Millard County Tourism Board has provided about $20,000, but more funding is 

needed.  BLM provided a map. 

Other BLM recreation sites are open or planned.  Amasee Basin near Baker is a BLM 

new recreation investment of nearly $500,000.  BLM has four one-day trails in 

cooperation with Utah State Parks. 

 

Water is an important theme.  Sevier River water usage and Sevier Dry Lake is are 

interpretive opportunities.  

 

Robinson family ranching should be preserved and interpreted. 

 

US Forest Service should be a partner.  They should be at the scoping meetings. 

 

Development should leave room for interpretive signing. 

 

BLM has a completed plan for recreation access in Millard County that has many 

potential projects for GBNHR. 

 

The Millard County ATV Jamboree is headquartered in Fillmore.  ATVs, Jeeps, and 

bicycles should have sites to see and interpretive stops on routes. 

 

More marketing of trails is needed in conjunction with USFS and BLM. 

 

The west desert cosmic ray array, developed by University of Utah, is an educational 

opportunity. 

 

Boy Scout, Girl Scout. And 4H groups are good volunteer partners. 

 

GBNHR could help with staging and promoting existing local events.  GBNHR 

marketing could tie groups together and provide consistent signing.  Events and 

attractions could include Paiute Trail; ATV Jamboree; Ride-for-life; Boy Scout 

jamboree; rodeos and fairs; horse shows; Old Capitol Art Festival. 

 

Charcoal Ovens at Leamington are a potential project 

 

Main Street project in Fillmore includes a heritage walk with benches, landscaping, and 

interpretive opportunities.  An historic sidewalk tour could be developed. 

 

Trail development is needed in Millard County and Fillmore area for ATV, bicycle and 

other uses. 

 

LDS church sponsors Cove Fort, but does not give or take grant money.  Highway signs 

are needed leading to Cove Fort along Interstates 15 and 70.  Cove Fort should be 

included as a partner in area marketing. 
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Film festivals are possible events.  Movies made in Millard county could be shown and 

sites could be linked to the movies. 

 

Kimberly mining district and Sulfurdale mining community contribute to interpretive 

themes and preservation. 

 

Individual artists could get involved through the Arts Council. 

 

Virtual tours could be developed for the internet.  Virtual house tours could be used for 

historic homes and buildings that are not open to the public.  Virtual tours for other area 

resources could be developed. 

 

Involve children in planning, events, and activities. 

 

State Division of Forestry and Arts and Humanities Councils are potential resources.  

Office of Museum Services is another potential partner 

 

Topaz Museum, Preserve Nevada, area businesses, Chamber of Commerce, Daughters 

of Utah Pioneers, public schools, Kanosh Tribe and American Legion are potential 

partners. 

 

The geology theme is represented by local volcanic areas, hot springs, petroglyphs, and 

paleo fossils.  Contact Crapo-u-dig and Ed and Bob Harris. 

 

Resurrect old historic pageants like the Chief Kanosh pageant. 

 

Interconnect GBNHR area attractions. 

 

Celebrate ourselves.  Encourage residents of GBNHR to learn about each other. 

 

Possible funding sources and partners include LDS Foundation and church; Great Lakes 

Cheese; Mushroom Farm; Kern River; Sunrise Engineering; Flowem 

Electricity/Escalante; and Questar. 

 

Clear Lake wildlife refuge is an important local site. 

 

Inventory Millard County ranches. 

 

Black Rock represents the mineral and mining theme. 

 

GPS geocache activities could introduce people to the area.  A GPS tour could be 

developed. 

 

Fishing and hunting in the area should be promoted. 

 

Local Agriculture is an important historic and modern theme. 
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Traditional arts should a theme.  Steve Pratt wagon works is an example.  He makes 

printing presses also. 

Cove Fort Days (first Weekend in August) is a key pioneer heritage event. 

 

Other events include Weeds day; Kanosh Powwow; and Apple Days Festival. 

 

Every local town has a 24
th
 of July Celebration, celebrating the arrival of Mormon 

Pioneers in Utah. 

 

 

IMPACTS: 

 

Deal with garbage and vandalism. 

 

Over success, over population will be negative for the area. 

 

A ñPack it in, Pack it outò program will be needed. 

 

An ñadopt a spotò program could help with maintenance of remote areas. 

 

Educate the public about dealing with the challenging landscape. 

 

Services and restrooms need to be expanded. 

 

More lodging rooms and facilities are needed. 

 

Growth is both a positive and a negative. 
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Carson City State Scoping Meeting 

November 19, 2007, 1:00 pm 

Nevada Council On Tourism Offices 
 

A scoping meeting was held in Carson City, Nevada to provide the opportunity to 

discuss Great basin National Heritage Route with state agencies, federal agencies, and 

statewide and national organizations.  Nevada Council on Tourism hosted the event and 

provided assistance with invitations and contacts. 

 

Agenda: 

 

The meeting opened with a PowerPoint presentation about Great Basin National 

Heritage Route.  A short question and answer period followed.  The attendees joined 

one of two discussion groups. More questions and answers were followed by closing 

remarks. 

 

Questions from the audience following PowerPoint presentation included: 

-What kinds of projects can or cannot be funded with Heritage Area federal money? 

-What are the critical sites in the GB Heritage Route? 

-Where/how does one access the heritage area (i.e. where are the ñgateways?ò) 

  

Attendees: 

 

Melinda Gustin, National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Don Hardesty, University of Nevada Reno 

Bethany Drysdale, NV Council on Tourism 

Dave Morrow, NV State Parks 

Margaret Ann, NV Council on Tourism 

Steve Weaver, NV State Parks 

Alice Baldrica, NV State Historic Preservation Office 

Bill Wolf, Great Basin Institute 

Connie Mancillas, NV Council on Tourism 

Joyce Hollister, Nevada Magazine 

Coy Peacock, NV Dept of Transportation 

Jennifer Newmark, Nevada Natural Heritage Program 

Judith Winzeler, NV Humanities 

Steve Davis, NV Humanities 

Rick Nelson, NV Dept of Transportation 

Patrick Calfes, NV Dept of Cultural Affairs 

Mike Fisher, NV Dept of Cultural Affairs 

Kathryn Etchuverria, Dept of Cultural Affairs 

Ryan Cherry, Congressman Hellerôs Field Office 

Chris Chrystal, Nevada Council on Tourism 

Kathy Besser, Lt Governorôs Office 

Denys Koyle, Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 

Linda Stonier, National Park Service 
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Bill Farrand, Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 

Larry Friedman, NV Council On Tourism 

 

Comments from Group A / Natural and Cultural Heritage: 

 

NV SHPO does not have a good survey of buildings in Ely.  The office has provided 

help with the NV Northern Railway in the past. 

 

Historic Preservation Grants are available in December each year for pre-development 

and development 

 

Commission for Cultural Development has $3 million available for cultural centers. 

 

Preserve America Grants is a $10 million national program.  SHPO will the submitting 

agency for Nevada and can help with the required match.  Historic site nominations, 

interpretation and signing, and heritage tourism are eligible categories. 

 

Nevada Historic Marker Program is still functioning with some money available.  It is 

not a cohesive system, but some markers are already in place.  Work on formatting. 

 

NV State Parks has the Ward Charcoal Ovens with ties to the heritage areaôs mining 

history; Cave Lake State Park with ecologic and wildlife connections.  White Pine 

County Lands Act has helped expand the real estate in these sites, and there are adjacent 

wilderness areas.  State Park campgrounds provide infrastructure for tourism and are 

portals to wilderness.  State Parks can accommodate, assist and mediate heritage area 

master planning.  State Parks are under funded and under appreciated. 

 

An overlook area at Ruth is behind a gate that is usually locked.  State Parks cannot 

help without personnel and funding for infrastructure, which requires legislative action.  

Look at Tonapah Mining Park as an example. 

 

Contact Nevada Mining Association for help with interpretation and preservation of 

mining history. 

 

Contact NV Dept of Wildlife about viewing areas.  They are looking at revamping their 

system. 

 

Nevada Natural Resources has information about Rare and Endangered plants and 

animals in White Pine County.  They have a Highlight Scorecard system. 

 

University of NV at Reno offers educational opportunities with focus on resources, 

industrial landscapes, and immigrant trails.  They offer matching support for 

archaeological field schools.  They support graduate, thesis, and dissertation projects in 

anthropology; historic preservation internships and architectural surveys that focus on 

the build environment.  UNR also supports oral history and folk life efforts. 
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NV Division of Museums and History supports the East Ely Depot.  A capital project 

will take place next year for the depot and freight barn.  The Division has the ñexplore 

Nevadaò video series and is always looking for subjects.  They cannot provide close 

captioning at this time.  Public access and public stations use videos. 

 

NV Arts Council provides grants for projects and events, like the Ely mural project and 

ñTumblewords.ò 

 

National Trust for Historic Preservation has an office in Nevada.  They will investigate 

how other national Heritage Areas have participated in projects with NTHP.  An 

example of NTHP national initiates is ñBarn Again.ò  Can support history survey work 

in White Pine County and in Utah.  GBNHR should apply for funding.  An historic 

district for McGill would be a good project. 

 

National Register of Historic Places program is an important ñbrand.ò  It is a stamp of 

authenticity.  An education process is needed to stimulate private participation. 

 

NV Dept of Economic Development, Intertribal Indian Council, NV Dept of Wildlife, 

The Nature Conservancy, and NV State Lands (ñQuestion 1ò funding for land and water 

acquisitions ï Pam Wilcox) need to be contacted. 

 

Nevada Magazine is always looking for stories that bring people to the state. 

 

Online NV.org / Encyclopedia has outstanding graphics, 360 degree video tours, and 

stereoscopic slides.  Put content and/or tourism on the site. 

 

Southern Nevada Water Authority hired a consultant for historic ranches.  NV SHPO 

has a designation program for 100-yr ranches. 

 

Comments from Group B / Wayfinding and Promotions: 

 

Access and Interpretive ideas:  virtual tours on the internet (make it visual); radio 

station broadcasts between Ely and Delta; get onto NV Tourismôs Driver Tour of 

Highway 50. 

 

David Drake at the San Bruno office of the National Archives has been corresponding 

with Denys Koyle regarding search for historic records from the Great Basin. 

 

DOT has several applicable funding programs: 

 

- Enhancement Program.  Must be transportation related (NV Northern Ry 

Museum has used this). $9-10 mil available every 2 years.  FY 09/10 is next 

round.  Could support sign program or stage stop.  Support from local 

governments is required. 
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- Landscaping Program. Requires 50/50 match.  Workshop in Carson on 

 November 28
th
. 

 

- Project Submittal Program. October through December; call for projects for  

      January 1
st
. 

 

- Development Program. $ 2.5-3 mil for businesses to promote development  

through public/private partnerships. 

 

NV Division of Wildlife has funds.  The agency is not present and should be contacted. 

 

State Lands ñQuestion Oneò funding: $400 mil/year for recreational projects.  Round 8 

meeting occurs in December. 

 

Land and Water Conservation Fund is available through the Division of State Parks. 

 

Forest Highways Program ï Duckwater Reservation is eligible since it only applies on 

federal land and reservations. 

 

Recommendations/Ideas/Questions from participants: 

 

- Address consistency issue of signing the corridor. 

 

- 511 system coming on-line in Nevada; could include provisions for tourism; 

need to cooperate with Utah. 

 

- Highway 95 DVD is a possible example to be followed 

 

- Construct a website to for trip planning 

 

- What is being done to coordinate the sites?  How do the attractions ñfit in?ò 

 

- Need an overall communication device (i.e. a wayfinding and information 

network) 

 

- Need a funding package 

 

- Nevada Humanities project: NV Online Encyclopedia (onlinenevada.org) is 

about one-quarter completed, funded by National Endowment for the 

Humanities.  It is a resource for heritage tourism. Includes virtual tours (McGill 

Drugstore) and text articles.  Put the Heritage Area designation on this site.  Get 

others to generate material. Humanities has a small related grant ($5,000) 

program intended to be an educational resource. 

 

- Stand-up WUFI in rest areas (have 4, could expand). Put in itineraries and 

services.  NV Tourism could help. 
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- ñNV Passageò adventure competition will take place in eastern NV sponsored 
by Commission on Tourism.  Planning in ô08.  Include visits to Great Basin 

Heritage Route sites.  Contact Chris Chrystal.  

 

- Tour: Stories of Traveling the Loneliest Road (video, photos, text) 

 

- Create a blog 

 

- Create different types of routes, e.g. a ñcoach routeò 

 

- Include in RV Familiarization Tours; get a Utah contact 

 

- Passport system ï coordinate with UT 

 

- Develop a geo-caching system 

 

- State Publications Library is making historic archives available: contact Kathryn 

in February. 

 

Challenges/Issues: 

 -Responsible use issues will require education 

 -mechanism to preserve the sites 

 -challenge of finding enough people in a rural area to do the work (e.g. getting 

 the stories together in an accurate and permanent way; research, writing) 

 -transient population 
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Salt Lake City State Scoping Meeting 

November 28, 2007, 6:00pm 

Capitol Building East 
 

A scoping meeting was held in Salt Lake City to provide and opportunity to discuss 

Great Basin National Heritage Route with state agencies, federal agencies, and 

statewide and national organizations.  Utah Office of Tourism sponsored the meeting, 

obtaining the meeting space and assisting with invitations and contacts. 

 

Agenda: 

 

The meeting opened with a PowerPoint presentation about Great Basin National 

Heritage Route.  A short question and answer period followed.  The attendees joined a 

single discussion group.  More questions and answers were followed by closing 

remarks. 

 

Response to question about why we started trying to become a Heritage Area:  

 We love our history 

 Originally began as a group of businesses on the ñLoneliest Road in Americaò 
seeking ways to get visitors to stay in the area longer. 

 Economic development opportunities 

 An example of commitment is the Northern Nevada Railroad.  Last year there 

were 30,000 visitors to the NNR and 20,000 volunteer hours spent 

 

Attendees: 

 

Kai Martens, University of Utah, Cosmic Array Project 

Monique Beeley, Outdoor Utah 

Red Oelerich, Outdoor Utah 

Matt Seddon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Gordon Chatland, Division of State Parks 

Rollin Southwell, Lincoln Highway Association 

Karen Krieger, Division of State Parks 

Jim McConnell, UT Dept of Transportation, Cedar City District Engineer 

Gael Hill, Scenic Byway Coordinator 

Gerard Haycock, Sons of Utah Pioneers 

Byron Loosle, Bureau of Land Management 

Les Prall, Governorôs Office of Economic Development 

Leigh von der Esch, Utah Office of Tourism 

Denys Koyle, Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 

Bill Farrand, Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 

Anita Hansen, National Park Service  
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Comments and Questions: 

 

 Are Native Americans participating?  We have two Native American board 

members, one from Ely Shoshone and one from Duckwater. 

 

 Outdoor Utah ï They would like to be involved in promoting recreational 

opportunities.  They have been to Great Basin National Park and IBEX. 

 

 State Historic Preservation Office ï State has an interest in helping people to use 

their heritage, from earliest occupations to the historic period.  Resources can 

help local economy.   Include archaeology of the old riverbed that runs from the 

Great Salt Lake to Sevier Lake and early human occupation sites.  The area was 

a marshland 8,000 years ago.  The Cosmic Ray group has found a lot of the 

sites.  Some of the sites in Utah are the oldest sites recorded and are different 

from other sites in the country. 

 

Obsidian sites in the area allow us to track pre-historic movements and trade.  

There are many rock art sites, and the route of the San Pedro Las Angeles 

Railroad.  Areas are hard to experience and need interpretation.  We donôt have 

to interpret every siteésome we donôt want people to know about, if we are 

going to protect sensitive resources. 

 

Public archaeology is needed to fill gaps in our knowledge of the area. What 

things could fit within your mission?  Fill in the gaps and tailor research to fit 

into our interests.  State History Grants, BLM internal grants, could help with 

funding.  The Pony express route crossed the ancient riverbed.  Identify all 

resources.  Find several peopleôs goals to accommodate and build support. 

 

Review the SHPO archaeology records.  

 

 In the GBNHR plan, identify resources and responsible agencies in a grid 

format.  It will make the plan organic.  People can visualize projects and 

partners within the grid. 

 

 Two federal programs, NHAôs and Scenic Byways can work together.  Both 
have interest in cultural, scenic, and recreation resources.  Communities work 

together to plan and develop scenic byways.  Parallel efforts are possible.  We 

need a process for Hwy 50 in Utah.  Billboard restrictions may be a drawback.  

Lincoln Highway could be a second source of funds. 

 

 Night sky should be a focus.  City people donôt experience the night skies we 

have here.  Several programs exist and there are star maps around.  Some pull 

offs on highways, like Sevier Lake, should also be for night sky viewing. 
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 Wayside exhibits should be on highway 6 and 50.  Think of the heritage area as 

a neighborhood or linear village.  Projects wonôt be completed all in the same 

time frame, so they wonôt compete with each other. 

 

 Roads ï there are enhancement funds available.  They are typically used for 

signs and trails.  Question was raised if signing could be the same in both states.  

The signs would have to meet regulations but the logo should be able to span 

both states.   Utah DOT will investigate its ability to work closely with Nevada 

DOT.  States may have different expectations. 

 Some agencies are missing from the meeting.  The Utah Arts Council has grant 

money available.  Also Utah Humanities and museum services.  Two names 

were given:  Dan Burke with Museum Services and Forest Cuch with the 

Division of Indian Affairs. 

 

 Develop a school curriculum.  BLM has developed curriculum for schools.  It is 

a national program for BLM called ñIntrigue of the Pastò and Utah offices were 

the first to develop projects. 

 

 Cosmic Ray Aray Project has also developed information for schools and is 

working with Delta High School.  The requirements of the project funding 

include outreach to schools and the general public. 

 

 Include an Interpretive plan with the Management Plan.  Everyone will be fierce 

about telling their stories.  The driver of the heritage area could be telling our 

stories.  The project to-do list is a subset of the interpretive plan, i.e. ñTheme Z 

might best be explained by agency X at location Yò.  The migration theme is a 

good one.  Answer the ñso whatò about area resources.  Farming and mining are 

examples of ñendurance and passagesò. 

 

 Tourism is a kind of migration.  Lincoln Hwy was the first tourism route in the 

area.  It came along after the American migration period, when people could 

travel through and did not come to stay. 

  

 Preserve something, tell the story, and develop economic interests to bring 

people here.  What is our vision and what do you want to do first?  Who can 

help us as we put it in order?  Who can help us fund this interest?  (Questions we 

should ask ourselves as a board.) 

 

 It is easy to try to do everything and accomplish nothing.  The plan must set a 

clear vision.  Not feeling a clear vision from the group.  Set the vision and 

follow it, because it is easy to get diverted.  Funding is available if the vision is 

clear. 

 

 Continue to work on getting counties together.  There is a big difference 

between the two counties and the two states regarding organization and funding 

for heritage tourism. 
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 Find resources for heritage tourism.  National Park Service has a database.  

States offer ñtool boxò systems.  National Trust for Historic Preservation assists 

Utah through its office in Denver ï Barbara Paul.  Utah Heritage Foundation is 

another source. 

 

 Sons of Utah Pioneers will check to see if chapters in Millard or White Pine can 

help.  

 

 Set up a web page where people can give input and receive updates. 
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Email, August 16: 
 

Denys and Tonia -  Thank you very much for sponsoring the Scoping 

Meeting for the Great Basin Heritage Route Management Plan.  I learned 

a lot about the direction of the effort and I am enthusiastic about 

the opportunities for sustainable and healthy use of heritage 

resources in this region that Heritage Area des ignation will bring.  I 

wanted to follow up on one aspect of the implementation plan that we 

touched on -  the need to sustain existing heritage conservation 

efforts at the same time the plan is under development.  

 

I promised myself (and unwisely some other  people) that just because 

Yolanda and I were moving our residence to Baja Nevada, I would 

attempt to maintain my interest and activity in heritage resources 

conservation in eastern Nevada and western Utah.  As Denys knows, 

shortly after I was pensioned ou t of Federal Civil Service I was very 

discouraged by the lack of effort under the SNPLMA provisions of the 

White Pine County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 

public agencies to encourage heritage resources projects for funding 

at even a frac tion of the level that existing natural resource 

conservation organizations were being encouraged to propose projects.  

Bill Wolf was particularly helpful in submitting some SNPLMA projects 

in Round 8 that had heritage conservation benefits.  I made a 

commitment that I would try to promote better understanding of the 

opportunities for heritage projects in White Pine and Lincoln Counties 

in Round 9.  I thought at the time (after May 1 when Round 8 

nominations closed) that the solution was to try to try to or ganize an 

Eastern Nevada Heritage colloquium, in which all heritage interests in 

the region would be invited to come and discuss projects that might be 

eligible for SNPLMA funding in Lincoln and White Pine Counties.  I had 

intended to talk with Karen Rajal a about leading such an effort, but 

now nearly four months have elapsed and I still have not spoken with 

Karen.  

 

As of the GBHR scoping meeting yesterday, I think that an effort such 

as this in White Pine County should be lead by the GB Heritage Area 

Partn ership.  It seems to me this sort of effort is precisely what the 

GBHAP was established to stimulate and what you have been trying to do 

since you took on the effort to establish a Heritage Area.  I also 

believe that if such an effort waits until the Manag ement Plan is 

completed, it would miss an opportunity to continue to show 

accomplishments in heritage conservation in the region.  As discussed 

yesterday there has been some change in community perception of the 

Heritage Area notion (perhaps related to the  changes that power plants 

and water mining could bring).  Also as was touched upon yesterday 

there is a need to promote membership of individuals and organizations 

in the Heritage Area Partnership.  I for one am ready to contribute 

small amounts of money and volunteer time as an individual and 

corporate member (under my soon to be established LLC, Chupadero 

Archeological Resources) to further the purposes of the GBHR.  In 

addition as was pointed out there is a continuing need for educating 

the service comm unity in "visitor friendly" business practices, as 

White Pine County Economic Development has done several times in the 

last 17 years of my residency in Ely and in continuing to improve on 
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coordinated visitor information (interpretation) as was attempted b y 

the now languishing Diverse Interagency Recreation Team (DIRT).  

I have attached a preliminary list of existing "stakeholders" in 

heritage resource conservation in White Pine County.  I am sure you 

have developed similar lists in the past to develop suppo rt for the 

Heritage Area designation. I hope this is not entirely redundant.  I 

see this as a starting point for identifying parties that have 

interest in heritage preservation including businesses and service 

providers that should be interested in partici pating in a network that 

provides high quality experiences to visitors to the area, as well as 

organizations that may be interested in applying for grants and 

promoting projects with funds that may become available to these 

stakeholders.  It also forms an initial list for further scoping and 

to generate a more comprehensive list of projects, including on - going 

ones.  I would be interested in assisting the GBHAP in conducting a 

colloquium for stakeholders that would be timed to assure that we did 

not miss op portunities to apply for SNPLMA funding in Round 9, 

supported on - going and incipient heritage conservation projects, 

developed a membership system, provide a clearinghouse for heritage 

resources volunteers and projects and presents visitor information 

trai ning to the service community in 2008.  

 

Please let me know how I might best help the GBHAP in pursuing these 

goals.  Again thank you for all your efforts over the years to make 

the GBHR a reality.  I hope that I can be a part of your success. -  

Mark  

 

Mark Henderson  

Ely, Nevada  

  
Great Basin Heritage Area Coalition Organizations 

 

White Pine County 

White Pine Public Museum- Dan Braddock 

Nevada Northern Railroad Foundation- Mark Bassett 

Nevada State Museum-Ely Industrial Site- Sean Pitts 

Ward Charcoal Ovens State Historical Park- Steve Grey 

Cave Lake State Park- Steve Grey 

Nevada Division of Forestry-Ely Honor Camp 

Renaissance Society- Virginia 

Nevada Native American Cultural Society- Laura Rainey Carpenter 

Steptoe Valley Wildlife Management Area 

Great Basin Institute- Bill Wolf  

BLM Ely Field Office- John Ruhs 

FS-Ely Ranger District- Pat Irwin 

USF&WS- Ruby Lakes NWR 

Ely Shoshone Tribe- 

Goshute Tribe- 

White Pine Historical & Archaeological Society- 

Nevada Archaeological Association- Greg Seymour 

Web Panda- June Shaputis 

Centennial Arts Center- Minnis Alderman 

Ruth Town Council  

McGill Town Council 

City of Ely- Jon Hickman 

Great Basin National Park- 
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Great Basin Foundation- Dave Tilford 

Nevada Cultural Site Stewards- Mary Sorenson, Sali Underwood 

Nevada Rock Art Foundation- Angus Quinlan 

Nevada Backroaders- 

White Pine 4-Wheelers- Phil Wynsrg 

Eastern Nevada Chapter Lincoln Highway Association-Rollin Southwell 

Holly Wilson 

Donna and Al Frederick 

Desperation Arts- Rex Luttrell, Brett Covlin 

White Pine County Fair and Recreation Board/Convention Center- Ed Spear 

White Pine Chamber of Commerce 

Bristlecone Arts- 

Clark Publications-Lorraine Clark 

NXPA-White Pine Re-Riders- Anderson 

Cherry Creek Museum- 

White River Museum- 

Preston Community Center 

Mt Wheeler Power 

AT&T  

MacTech-Vickie Clay 

SNWA 

Jones & Stokes-Brian Ramos 

LS Power 

EDAW 

Sierra Pacific 

Summit Envirosolutions- Kathy Ataman, Stephanie Livingston 

Nevada Power 

Far Western Anthropological Research- D. Craig Young 

Bald Mountain Mine 

Kautz Environmental Consulting- Bob Kautz 

Robinson Mine 

Western Cultural Resources Management- Ed Stoner 

White Pine School District 

Chupadero Archeological Resources- Mark Henderson  

Boy Scouts of America 

Girl Scouts 

WP County Economic Development- Karen Rajala 

Hotel Nevada 

Copper Queen-Ramada Inn 

Jailhouse Motel & Casino 

Laneôs 

Border Inn 

Silver Jack 

Reed Inc 

McDonalds 

Gormanôs 

Bath Lumber 

Gary Fairman 

Eastern Nevada Realty 

Blue Diamond 

Greater Nevada Credit Union 

First National Bank of Ely 

Steptoe Drug 

Economy Drug 

Dennyôs 

Van Camp Towing 
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Murdockôs 

Carneyôs 

D&S 

Precision Motors 

E-Lee Ford 

Sahara Motors 

Sportsworld 

William B. Ririe Hospital 

White Pine Ambulance 

KOA 

Open Road Race 

Ely Times 

Willow Creek Trading Post 

Bob Ostlund 

Gracian Uhalde 

 

 

Notice of Public Scoping Meetings for Great Basin National Heritage Route 

Management Plan 

 

Posted Notice 
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Mailed Invitation Letter (Text was used in email notice.) 

 

  

 

 


